TAMH WATER SOLUTIONG

Borehole water source
Rain penefrates the soil, percelates through it and on hiting @ non-permeable layer
collects fo form an aquiter, It s this aquifer thaf @ borehole taps in fo. Boreholes

can supply the grealest volumes of waler for garden irfigafion directly from below

the water fable, which in some places lies as close as 1.5m from ground level.

Before installing @ borehole a survey of the area must be completed, confirming
the likelihood of discovering an aquifer and the subsequent water toble level (and

hence required borehole depih). The hole, as namow as 15cm in diometer, is then |

drilled before it is lined — the well screen beneath the water table makes up part
of the filter system. A high-pressure submersible pump is then sunk fa the bottom of
the bershole to bring the sitiing water up fo the suface.

Absfractions of less than 20m* {20,000 liires) do not require a licence from the
Environment Agency, and regisirafion with the Agency is voluntary. The British
Geological Sunvey must be informed, however, of boreholes under consiuction
with a depth greater than 15m and the Environment Agency has the power fo set
lower absfraction limifs in some areas of the country.
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Diagram showing the main elements of @ typical borehole construction.
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but still fail to provide the water. The Covernment
is procrastinating over a national water grid or eves
an offshore supply from Scotland to the Southeas:
which would take at least a decade to complete
Meanwhile, we have a profession that depends on
water to function effectively, and we need to be
equipped with the facts when we speak to clients
and explain the options that are open to them

Simon Sales is managing director of gardes
irrigation and lighting specialists Waterwe
Limited. Email: info@waterwell.co. uk

Further information

= Defra’s ‘Consultation on proposed changes to
powers to restrict non-essential uses of water’
document can be found at:
wivw. defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/water-
restrictions/index. btm

= For more information on the issues relating to
the use of greywater go to:
wiow.waterlines.com.au/articles/grey-water.shim!

= The Centre for Alternative Technology offers a
factsheet on greywater use: wwuw.cal.org.uk

= The ‘water resources section of the
Environment Agency website contains
information on rainwater harvesting, including
options available for domestic applications and
average COSEs: www.envirommeni-
agency.gov.uk/subjects/waterres

[rrigation suppliers/rainwater harvesting solutions:

= Klargester: wiww.klargester.com

= Rainharvesting Systems: www.rainbarvesting.co.uk

= Rain Management: www.rainpiper.com

= StormBank: wiww hydro-infernational.biz

= Titan Pollution Control: wiwew.titanpe.co.uk

= TMH Water Solutions: www.imbwateruk.com

= Waterwell: www.waterwell.co.uk

= Watermatic: wuww.walermaticlid.co.nk















